


Workshop Syllabus � Writing Straight A Papers





Format: Short Lessons W/ Group Participation & Break Out Sessions





Introductions: Everyone's names on the board (10 Min)


Introduce yourself to your neighbor (10 Min)


One thing you love to do


One thing you don't agree with


One thing you both have in common that you love to do


One thing you both don't agree with


Picking a topic


(With your Partner) (10 Min)


Something that you care about


Something you can form a strong opinion about


Something you can research


Rough Draft your Thesis Statement: 


(With your partner) (5 Min)


Start Simple 


Tweak It a Little


All simple thesis statements on the board


How Will You Prove your Thesis?


(Whole Class � All 5 Groups - Pick Topic Areas � 30 Min)


Pick Topic Areas: As a Group � Help Each Other Out


Tweak Thesis Again in light of topics


Integrating topic areas into one all encompassing sentence


Craft Your Outline 


(10 Min � Lesson  w/sample from One Pair)


(With your partner) (15 Minutes)


Formulate an Approach at High Level


Thesis


Topic Areas for Research


Thought Streams within the Topic Areas


Topic Sentences


Topic Sentence Review 


       (Whole Class � All 5 Groups - Perfect Topic Sentences � 30 Min)


Hone in...Turn your Topic Areas into Topic Sentences


Tweak Your Thesis Again


From Topic Sentence 1 > N: Tie it back to the thesis: Does it prove your thesis?


Research: 


      10 Min � Lesson  w/sample from One Pair)


      (15 Min � Breakout Groups � Whatever you can get done)


Pick A Topic Area: Dig in...


High Quality Googling


Plagiarizing using Quotes


Find Supporting Arguments


Find Opposing Arguments: Be Informed


Create Straw Man and Knock it Down


Don't Get Stuck: Bookmark It and Come Back Later


Pick Another Topic Area....Dig In til they're all done or partway done


Editing: Get Picky w/ Grammar and the Quality of Words, especially Verbs 


     (Lesson) (5 Minutes)


(Whole Class � Sample Sentences  from Each Pair) (15 Minutes)


Don't Settle for less with your verbs


The verb is the key: Love the verb. Bow down to the Verb. It will get you the A.


Passive Versus Active....Choose Wisely 


Use the Thesaurus to find the perfect words for your sentences 


Tweak that Thesis: Is it still lined up with what you are doing? 


(Whole Class � Sample from One Pair) (5 Minutes)


Tweak Topic Sentences


(Whole Class � Sample from One Pair) (15 Minutes)


Is it still saying what you meant to say?


Does it support your Thesis?


Kick Ass Conclusion: Run with it and be original (W/Your Partner) (5 Minutes)


(Whole Class � Sample from One Pair) (15 Minutes)


(W/Your Partner) (10 Minutes)


Start with your opinion as if no one is reading it


Get Emotional...Get Real...Get Invested


Tweak your Conclusion. Remember Your Audience


Eye Catching Intro:


(Whole Class � Sample from One Pair) (15 Minutes)


(W/Your Partner) (10 Minutes)


Polish the Intro Last: Tweak Along the Way


Cover Each of the Topics with a sentence in the Intro (Be Thorough)


Catch the reader with a question, weird statement, something funny, or dramatic


Thesis Statement...First or last


Grammar and Vocabulary


(Lesson) (10 Minutes)


(W/Your Partner) (10 Minutes)


Finding the right words


Check your grammar


Use Thesaurus


Use Dictionary


Reorganize Sentence Structure


Bibliography


(Lesson) (5 Minutes)


(W/Your Partner) (5 Minutes)


Should have it ready to toss together in your quotes from before


