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Class


Presentation

July 1
Short class overview. Introduction to Knitting: How to Cast on, Knit, and Cast off. We will also be making swatches (squares of knitted yarn), which we will later connect into scarves

July 8
Introduction to Purling. We will purl swatches this week and start attaching swatches into scarves

July 15
Knit one, Purl one: How to knit almost everything using these two simple techniques. We will design scarves using both knit and purl and begin working on them

July 22
Homelessness in Boston: Introduction, statistics, what we can do to help. knitting during presentation and afterwards

July 29
Possible donation sites: Rosie’s Place, Bread and Jams, Community Servings, Woman’s Lunch Place, Boston Family Shelter, Lifehouse, CASPAR, Horizons for Homeless Children. Short overview of their objectives and statistics. Then the class will vote on which site to donate their scarves to. Knitting during presentation and afterwards

Aug 5
Knitting


Aug 12


Knitting

Aug 19
Finnish knitting and packing finished scarves up to be donated. Tallying up scarves made for most knitted competition. Maybe field trip to donation site picked to give them scarves

**Note: This syllabus is for beginner knitters only. Advanced knitters can begin designing and knitting on the first day of class.

**If you find that knitting is not for you, we will have other arts and crafts projects that you can do to help

Hi everyone!

Welcome to Knitting for a Change! We are going to have a lot of fun and also impact the lives of those less fortunate. Knitting is pretty simple, there are only two important techniques and once you learn those, you can basically design whatever you want. This first day might be frustrating but if you keep at it, we will have you knitting like a pro!

This class is basically a time for you to hang out with us and have a support network for your knitting. Feel free to knit more at home. In fact, we will give a prize to the student who knits the most scarves this summer. 

We will also discuss homelessness in the world and in Boston in particular. Since we are actually knitting for the homeless people in Boston, it would be nice to have your input on where we should donate the scarves. We will present several homeless shelters and food kitchens where we can donate the scarves. You get to vote on the one you like best and feel deserves our scarves the most. 

You can also make cards to be given with your scarves, which will further personalize your donation. And if you don’t feel like knitting, we have other arts and crafts projects you can do. 

Since this is not an intense lecture class, it is perfectly ok if you need to miss a class or two (just try to make sure you are here for the July 29 class where we will pick the donation site) or have to leave early/come in late. We will also welcome any friends you want to bring in to knit with us, no matter which class we are on.

Thanks for taking our class and we look forward to a great summer with you all!

Shuai and Tongyan

