AP ENGLISH LITERATURE SYLLABUS

Instructor:

Sabina Khan

DELVE, MIT Educational Studies Program

Contact Info:

Sabina6@mit.edu
Course Description:

The Advanced Placement Program describes the course as engaging "students in the careful reading and critical analysis of imaginative literature.”

With this in mind, students will learn, through close reading various pieces of literature, how a writer uses the language of a piece to both entertain and inform the reader. The course will be divided up into multiple sections, each dedicated to a different phase of literature, from Classical to European literature. 

The texts that we will be using include

Edith Hamilton, Mythology

Charles Dickens, A Tale of Two Cities

William Shakespeare, Hamlet

Aeschylus, The Oresteia

Sophocles, The Three Theban Plays

Class Structure:

The class will divided up into two sections. The first section will deal with the literature portion of the class. In this section we will dissect and analyze the text, looking for different ways in which the author expresses the theme or meaning of the piece and how well this is done. 

The second section will be focused on the structural component of the class. This is where we will discuss how to convey our analysis of the text in a clear and comprehensive manner. 

Every month the Assignments for the month will be given out. Students are expected to keep up with the reading assignments for each week. This is crucial because the class will mostly be discussion based and to be able to participate in the class, fore knowledge of the text is crucial.

If for any reason you need to miss a class or miss an assignment please let me know the day before class. This way I can take this information into account for the lesson and you will not be penalized. For every unexcused absence or unfinished assignment I will add a penalty to your name. Once you have accumulated 3 penalties, I will put in a request for dismissal to the DELVE directors. Therefore it is imperative to inform me of your absence in advance.

Tutoring/Office Hours:

If you ever need extra help with an assignment whether it is an essay or is a section of the reading, I will be available for help at 1:00 PM on Sundays and an hour after class ends that day. If these times do not work for you, please let me know and we can arrange for a different time.

