MIT/Harvard High School Studies Program H3139
Plato and The Dude: Western Philosophy in the Contemporary World
January 29, 2010

Dear Parent/Guardian,

We are excited to welcome your son/daughter to H3139 – “Plato and The Dude: Western Philosophy in the Contemporary World.” In this course, we will use the Coen Brothers’ film The Big Lebowski to explore the role philosophy plays in shaping our lives, our culture, and our civilization. The central question of investigation will be: “What is Philosophy and what is it for?” Students will debate the relevance and value of a range of topics from Ancient Greek concepts of “Form” and “Essence,” to Enlightenment notions of Objectivity, Subjectivity, and the limits of reason and understanding, to Existentialist questions about purpose, freedom, and authenticity. Students will be encouraged to explore the means by which films like The Big Lebowski represent both the expression of philosophical ideas in the popular media and the effect of philosophy on contemporary life in general.

There will be a screening of The Big Lebowski during the first class of term: Saturday, February 6, 2010. The Big Lebowski is an “R” rated film, and contains scenes of violence, profanity, and explicit sexual content. As such, we request that you sign this permission form before we show the film in class.
Your son/daughter must bring this signed form to class on February 6, or he/she will not be able to participate in the viewing. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at sbc1228@esp.mit.edu.

Sincerely,

Sam Berman-Cooper
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I, ___________________, hereby give my son/daughter, _____________________, permission to watch the film The Big Lebowski in the HSSP class “Plato and The Dude: Western Philosophy in the Contemporary World.”
__________________________________                         ______________________

Signature





         Date
